MILITARY   AND   NAVAL   SURGERY
Larrey's flying ambulances brought him into prominence, but this
was by no means his only achievement. Details of his adventurous
life with the army of Napoleon are given in his Memoires de CUfUrgU
militaire et Campagnes, iSis.1
Larrey showed a devotion to duty which was almost fanatical.
Among the troops he was enormously popular, although on one
occasion, it is said, he incurred the displeasure of his fellow
officers by slaughtering some of their horses in order to make
bouillon for his wounded men at a time when provisions were
scarce. Hearing of this, Napoleon affected displeasure and sent
for Larrey. " Have you dared to kill officers' horses in order to
feed your wounded ? " he asked, " Yes," said Larrey simply.
" Well," retorted Napoleon, " I will make you Baron of the
Empire." This he did. Larrey treated Napoleon for an injury
to the foot caused by the kick of a horse, the only wound which
he ever received. Larrey himself was wounded on two occasions,
in Egypt and at Waterloo. He was present at many battles. At
Aboukir there were 1,900 wounded, and " many amputations
were performed in the field of battle amid a shower of bullets."
For his valour he received from the hands of his general a valuable
sword of honour, afterwards inscribed, by order of the emperor,
" Aboukir et Larrey." At the battle of Borodino he performed
two hundred amputations. One of his patients during the
Russian campaign was General Zayochek, whose leg was removed
" under the enemy's fire and amid thickly falling snow." The
general lived for fourteen years more, and was Viceroy of Poland
when he died.
Larrey was a strong advocate of prompt amputation by the
circular method when the limb could not be saved, and in those
days amputation was the rule for compound fractures or severe
injuries. Larrey became Inspector-General of the army in
1805. He was present during the fateful retreat from Moscow,
when " the cold was more deadly than the enemy." His cam-
paigning days ending at Waterloo, Larrey was compelled to face
the poverty and trials which were the lot of Napoleon's followers.
Yet he was not idle. He wrote his great work on military surgery.
He visited England in 1826, and was well received by Sir Astley
Cooper and other surgeons. He had never lost the high esteem
of his countrymen, and in 1830 he was appointed Surgeon-in-
Chief at the Hotel des Invalides. Ten years later, on December
1 Baron Larrey, Mtmoires de Ckirurgie militaire et Campagnes, 3 vols., Paris, 1812
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